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Starting the Collaborative 
Family Law Process 

 
·  Discuss the Collaborative Family Law 

process with your spouse or partner. 
 
·  You must commit to the process and agree to 

exchange information openly and honestly 
and to work cooperatively and effectively 
toward workable solutions.  Your spouse 
must also commit to the process and agree to 
exchange information openly and honestly 
and to work cooperatively effectively toward 
workable solutions. 

 
·  You must each choose an attorney trained in 

the Collaborative Family Law process. 
 
·  You must meet with your Collaborative Law 

Attorney to discuss your case and your 
family and applying the process to your 
situation or circumstances. 
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If you think the Collaborative Family Law 
Process will work for you and address your 

current family situation, schedule an 
appointment today. 

 
(717) 846-8846 

 

Collaborative Family Law 
 

Creative Approach to Solutions 
 

Reduces Conflict between 
Parties 

 
Focuses on the Family Unit  

& Children 
 

Avoids Court Litigation 
 

May be Less Expensive 

 



 

 

What Issues Can Be Addressed 
Through the Collaborative Family 

Law Process? 
 

Separation & Divorce   
 

Child Custody &  
Parenting Issues 

 
Support & Alimony   

 
Child Support   

 
Division of Assets & Debts 

 
Ending Non-Marital Relationships 

 
Modification of Existing 

Orders 

What is Collaborative Family Law? 

Collaborative Family Law is an alternative dispute 

resolution process that allows the parties to avoid 

going to court while still receiving the support and 

expertise of their family law attorneys.  The 

Collaborative Family Law process does not rely on 

court-imposed solutions but focuses on family 

dynamics and eliminating the negative emotional, 

economic and social consequences of divorce, 

separation and court litigation. 

How Does Collaborative Family 
Law Work? 

·  The parties and your respective attorneys commit 

to finding a constructive solution that is best for 

all parties involved and focuses on settlement. 

·  The parties and their respective attorneys openly, 

honestly and amicably exchange all necessary 

information and/or documentation. 

·  The parties and their respective counsel engage in 

creative problem-solving techniques to identify 

and implement workable solutions for all 

involved including your children. 

·  The parties and their respective counsel meet in a 

series of four (4) way conferences to discuss 

issues and problems and devise solutions.  Your 

family’s well-being is the primary goal of these 

meetings. 

·  Your counsel has a strong incentive to help you 

resolve your case and make the collaborative 

process a success.  If the process fails, your 

respective counsel must withdraw as your 

attorneys and you must get new counsel. 

 

Why Choose Collaborative Family 
Law? 

 
·  You are in control of your case.  You, not the 

attorneys or the Court, decide the issues that are 
important to your case and what should be 
addressed during the process. 

 
·  You are in control of the solutions to the issues 

you decide are important.  Your fate is not in 
the hands of a third party (the Court). 

 
·  Your respective attorneys are both trained in 

the collaborative family law process and are 
committed to helping you find solutions that 
work for you and your family. 

 
·  The process is cooperative, constructive and 

respectful.  The process is about becoming 
partners in a new way and learning to 
communicate effectively, co-parent (if there are 
children involved) and to solve problems 
efficiently. 

 
·  You are a vital part of the process.  The 

Collaborative Family Law process focuses on a 
team approach rather than on creating 
adversaries facing off in court. 

 
·  You agree that you will resolve all issues 

outside of court.  There will not be any 
petitions or other documents filed with the 
Court.  Rather, you will identify and address all 
important issues and work with your team to 
resolve those issues effectively. 

 
·  The Collaborative Family Law process can be 

less expensive than traditional divorce, support 
and custody litigation that involves numerous 
court appearances. 

 
·  The Collaborative Family Law process works 

because it stresses communication, teamwork 
and respect to find workable solutions rather 
than fighting. 


